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Volunteer regeneration in NS

Join us in Nova Scotia as we host the Canadian Christmas Trees Association
and NECTRA

An interesting mix.  Older seed trees - actually a few too many,
with young natural volunteers from fallen seed growing
underneath, and yet a superior tree grafted  - see the blue green
with the long yellow ribbon and light green foliage on the
bottom, in the foreground.  

Walk On The Wild Side

Christmas Trees Atlantic Association (which includes New Brunswick ,           
Nova Scotia and PEI ) is pleased and proud to host both 

the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Christmas Trees Association and a meeting of
the North Eastern Christmas Tree Research Alliance

Nova Scotia remains a Christmas tree production center that is still essentially natural stands, or
what is sometimes referenced as cultivated wild stands.  Eastern Canada has a traditionally moist
climate moderated by our proximity to the Atlantic ocean. Balsam fir, a somewhat shade tolerant
conifer, thrived in the forest understories, so when a forest stand was harvested balsam was
typically a dominant species in the regenerating forest.  Growers learned to space and eventually
cultivate these fir.

August 28 and 29, Bridgewater, Nova Scotia



Participation.  PLEASE be aware that you must be a member of a provincial or state
based association that is affiliated with your national association.  In Atlantic Canada
you must belong to the Christmas Trees Atlantic Association to attend this event.

Walk On The Wild Side
A Meeting of the Canadian Christmas Trees Association and 

the North Eastern Christmas Tree Research Alliance 
Hosted by Christmas Trees Atlantic in Nova Scotia.

Brief Overview of the Agenda

August 28 Canadian Association Annual Meeting 
& NECTRA Board Meeting

Canadian: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Includes refreshments, meal and a tech session.

NECTRA: 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM

Both meetings at the Best Western Hotel in Cookville (Bridgewater)

August 29 Field Day

8:30 AM gather in parking lot at the Best Western to assemble and self-
drive to first Christmas tree lot.

3:45 PM Meeting concludes at the final tree lot.

Meal and refreshments are included.  There will be demo plots of research work or trials
and explanation stops as to how natural stands are managed.
More detail is provided in the attached agenda and registration sheet.

You will be stopping at some of our graft clusters of
plus trees where panelists will discuss, share and explore plus
traits that have been measured.  The graft on the left is from

one of our very highest performers, the
parent illustrated beside it.  This tree
passes keepability based on October 20
harvest dates for an average of 45 days,
needles in fresh and healthy condition
held without water in 20 degrees C.

The parent has NEVER been sheared,
We feel many will be surprised at some
of the growth traits and performance that
select balsam can exhibit. 



Walk On The Wild Side
Canadian Christmas Trees Association Annual Meeting 

Registration Form

Canadian Association Annual Meeting Registration  - Friday, August 28
Open to growers who are members of the Provincial or State Christmas

Tree Associations which are affiliated with their national Christmas tree
associations.

Absolute Registration Deadline: Aug 15
Registration Fee: $ 65.00 per attendee

- includes meeting attendance, technical session, lunch and nutrition breaks.
- held in the Whitetail Convention Centre, the Best Western Plus Bridgewater Hotel.
- 8:30 AM to 2:45 PM for the Canadian Meeting
- 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM   North Eastern Christmas Tree Research Alliance Meeting

(Included with Canadian Meeting registration, free for Scientific Advisors to       
                       NECTRA)

Early Registration Discount: July 15, 2026
PLEASE FILL IN: After July 15, add $ 15.00- see Summary Form

Canadian Meeting Attendees   ______________    @ $65.00  =   _________________
Number

Primary Attendee contact info:
Name: ____________________ _____________________

 First name Last Name

Company(optional):     ______________________________________

Street Address: _______________________________________

Town: _______________________________________

Province / State _______________________________________

Country / ZIP _______________________ _________

Primary Phone Contact #:    __________________________________

Email contact: _______________________________________

Additional Attendee Names: _______________________________________

______________________________ ___________________________

August 28 and 29th, 2026 - Bridgewater, Nova Scotia
Your Host: Christmas Trees Atlantic Association



Walk On The Wild Side
Canadian Christmas Trees Association Banquet

Registration Form

Canadian Christmas Trees Association Banquet       -   Friday, August 28

Time: 5:30 - 6:30 PM Cash Bar Venue: Whitetail Convention Centre
6:30 - 9:00 PM Dinner Best Western Plus, Bridgewater

Menu: Choice of Fresh Whole Lobster Dinner    or    10 oz Striploin Steak
Typical side items, lobster dinner includes potato salad, coleslaw and roll + butter.

Keynote Speaker.
Early Registration Discount: July 15, 2026

Price: $ 60.00 per meal After July 15, add $ 15.00 (see Summary Form)

Reservation Information Lobster or Steak
         (Please check one for each order)

First Name: _______________________________ ______   _____

Second Name: _______________________________ ______   _____

Third Name: _______________________________ ______   _____

Fourth Name: _______________________________ ______   _____

Primary Contact for reservations:

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address Line One: _________________________________________________

Town: ______________________________

Province or State: ______________________________ ZIP:   ________

Phone: ______________________________

email: _________________________________________________

Banquet Reservation requested: __________ @ $60.00/plate   = $_______________
      Number



Canadian + Christmas Trees Atlantic Field Day Registration Form       
Saturday, August 29

  The tour will be self-driven to the actual lots, where there is ample parking and toilet
plus hand wash stations.  Free water and liquid refreshment and snacks will be available
through the day.  
      A lunch is planned at a local hall for mid-day. 

Topics: Herbicide, slow release fertilizer and biostimulant demonstrations are being        
 planned.

  One lot includes our basal stem treatment trial work to control  Balsam              
       Woolly Adelgid.  Preliminary results are looking quite strong.
You will visit graft clusters of some very interesting balsam fir specimens with   

                         proven superior keepability.  Here we will be having a panel discussion.
We hope to have CFIA involved, where growers can be updated on some of      

                       the new management guidelines and receive demonstrations on               
                             preferred pest scouting techniques.

If possible, a discussion on tree growth traits that may relate to breeding for      
                         drought resistance.

We will have stops on disease and insect pest management.  The NECTRA        
               meeting should make available some incredible research specialists. 

Please, remember your magnifier lenses!  We like interactive, hands on               
               sessions!

Time: Gather at 8:30 AM outside the Best Western Hotel entrance.  Many may be
able to car pool for the day.

We plan to end the day between 3:30 to 3:45 PM.

Cost:  $ 50.00 per attendee, meals and snacks included.

Primary Registrant: ______________________________________________
Name

Address: ___________________________________ Town: ________________

Province / State:   ____________________________ ZIP Code: _____________

email :   ____________________________________ Phone: ________________

Number of Tickets requested: _________ @ $ 50.00/ticket   =    $ ______________

Walk On The Wild Side
Canadian + Christmas Trees Atlantic Association Field Day

Registration Form



Walk On The Wild Side
Canadian Christmas Trees Association Annual Event

Registration Summary

Summary Registration Form July 15     Aug 15
Number Price     Late Fee Total

# registrants for Canadian Annual Meeting: _______ $ 65.00   ______

# tickets for Canadian Banquet _______ $ 60.00   ______

# registrants for Saturday Field Day _______ $ 50.00  ______

Late fee per registration after July 15:  $ 15.00 ______

Total for Registration package requested:         $  ______

Primary Registrant
Name: _________________________________________________

Telephone Contact Number: ____________________

Email: _______________________________________________________

PLEASE include all three registration forms plus this summary.

Payments made be mailed to:    Christmas Trees Atlantic Association
  PO Box 52
  New Germany, Nova Scotia
  Canada      B0R 1E0

Please make cheques payable to Christmas Trees Atlantic Association.

We can accept etransfers via automatic deposit.  Email address is:                                             
                                                                                          growers4growersns@gmail.com
PLEASE register by July 15    Absolute Registration Deadline: August 15th

mailto:growers4growersns@gmail.com


Walk On The Wild Side  - August 28 and 29, 2026
Canadian Christmas Trees Association Annual Event

Where to Stay

Yes, the hotel is pure us.  Real
trees are a Christmas staple!

An aerial view of the hotel.  You can walk to local restaurants,
but their “27 South” is a highly regarded eating destination in
Bridgewater. 

The Best Western Plus Bridgewater is our host venue.

Trails lead to the river



Book Your Stay directly with the Best Western.

A book of rooms has been reserved for the event, at a discount if reserved while
blocked room are  available.  Contact the hotel and  simply reference you are
booking a room for the Christmas tree event.

Contacts for the Best Western:

https:/www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotels-in-bridgewater/best-western-plus-bridgewater-h
otel-convention-centre/propertyCode.65015.html

Reservations

Hotel  Direct Number:   (902) 530-0101

Toll Free Central Reservations (US & Canada
Only) 

1(800) 780-7234  Worldwide Numbers

The hotel website has an
amazing list of
restaurants, shopping
venues, places to visit,
things to do.
Travel distances are even
included.

The hotel is an hour drive
from the Halifax
International Airport,
 
Exit 12 off the Trans-
Canada 103, 

right off the ramp onto
the Provincial Route 10,
the hotel is in sight on
your left.



ENJOY YOUR STAY 
NOVA SCOTIA HAS SO MUCH TO OFFER

Our region is blessed with historic sites, incredible nature resources, interesting
shopping experiences - and all just a hop, step and a jump from Bridgewater!

Lunenburg, a UNESCO world heritage site. A town that retains it’s rich fishing heritage and local
charm.  Visit the Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic, stroll the streets to find artisan, craft, and
shops of local interests.  An incredible array of restaurants to indulge all tastes.

If we are lucky, the world famous “Bluenose schooner” could possibly be in harbour.  Undefeated
in schooner racing, the Bluenose was built in Lunenburg.  Check your Canadian dime!

See more of Lunenburg at:

http://novascotia.com/explore-by-region/south-shore/lunenburg/?gad_source=5&gad_campaignid
=10528394297&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7JnXvI68kwMV0E9HAR34AiiHEAAYASAAEgIklvD_
BwE



ENJOY YOUR STAY 
NOVA SCOTIA HAS SO MUCH TO OFFER

Mahone Bay is just around the cove from Lunenburg, a town whose motto is “We love the beauty
around us and welcome you to share it”.  Mahone Bay is another town laden with quaint shops
and wonderful restaurants.

    
  A fan of “The Curse of Oak Island”?   Oak

Island itself is a nine minute drive from
Mahone Bay, head east on Trunk 3 from the
center of town by the churches.  Want an
incredible stay - check out the Oak Island
Resort and Conference Centre.

The Treasure shop (left) is in Mahone Bay. 

Find out more about Mahone Bay at:

http://novascotia.com/explore-by-region/south-
shore/mahone-bay/?gad_source=5&gad_campa
ignid=10528394297&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI-
M7p9468kwMVWGVHAR2_cRnpEAAYAS
AAEgJXhPD_BwE

Or:

https://mahonebay.com/

You will not be disappointed!



ENJOY YOUR STAY 
NOVA SCOTIA HAS SO MUCH TO OFFER

Of course, if you are a “landlubber” you might want to visit one of our many beaches.  Crescent
Beach in West Dublin is a favorite amongst locals.  Traveling on the Number 3 from Bridgewater
along the LaHave River you may wish to visit Fort Point Museum, first know as Fort Ste. Marie
de Grace.

Fort Sainte-Marie-de-Grâce was the capital of Acadia (1632–1636) and its location is now a
national historic site located in LaHave, Nova Scotia, Canada. The site is currently known as the
Fort Point Museum on Fort Point Road.

Following the signing of the Treaty of Saint-Germain-en-Laye between the English and French in
1632, Governor Isaac de Razilly returned to Acadia and decided to move the capital from Port
Royal, Nova Scotia, to LaHave and built the fort.   (Hint for the history buffs or the Curse of Oak
Island fans - this site had links to Oak Island!

Looking for a quiet, serene
visit to touch tranquility? 
Visit Blue Rocks, just around
the bend from Lunenburg. 
Chances are you will meet an
artist with their easel!   
Enjoy Your Visit !



Walk On The Wild Side
Canadian Christmas Trees Association Annual Event

How To Find Your Way To Nova Scotia

Visitors from New England may choose to take a ferry to Nova Scotia.  There are two.

“The Cat” high speed ferry operates between Bar Harbor Maine and
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.

If traveling from the United States a pleasure filled way to sail here!

https://www.ferries.ca/thecat

Alternatively, sail the bay of Fundy from St Johns, New Brunswick to Digby,
Nova Scotia across the Bay of Fundy.  Experience the world’s highest tides!

 
 https://www.ferries.ca/nb-ns-ferry

Digby is at the mouth of the Annapolis River, where
Samuel de Champlain and Sieur de Mons moved 
their settlement after the disastrous first winter on Saint-
Croix island off the now border of Maine and New
Brunswick.  They eventually sailed up the Annapolis
River, settling on Port Royal. A recreation of the
Habitation still operates as a tourist attraction.
“Champlain described how the French were welcomed
and helped by the Mi’kmaq, led by Chief Membertou
with whom Champlain became good friends. Date:1605

https://www.ferries.ca/thecat

